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Some SCRUPLES, by way of Queries, relating to the 
Day of T hankggiving and Publick Prayers, appointed to be 
kept 30 of November 1699 |} «; 


HETHER a Day of National Thankſgiving, for received Metcies; 
and publick Prayers, upon the account of National Calatnities, 'be 
not a Mungrel Day of Humiliation, and Rejoycing jumbled together? 
IL. Whether there be any Example in Scripture of fuch a Day ? unleſs it be thay 
in Ezra 3. 12. where it is evident, 'That the Solemnity was appointed both by 
the Civil and Eccleſiaſtick Authority, for Thankſgiving and Joy only ; and the 
Weeping fiowed only trom the Diſpoſitions, and occational Refletions, of ſome 
of the ancient People, without (yea contrary to) Appointment. #4 
a om any ſuch Precedent is to be found in the Practice of the Church of 
Scotland? 
| TV. Altho'Prayer and Practice ought to accompany Humiliations & vice verſa; 
yet whether ought not Days of occational Solemn publick Worſhip to bear a cer- 
tain arid determinate Specification, without huddling together Things of a Hete- 
rogeneous Nature ? Is not this contrary to the Defign of ſuch Solemnities ? Doth 


it not tend to marr and confound the Frame of the Worſhippers? To fruſtrat the. 
Effect ol the SOlcnuiey » And <- odor ir noither a Day of Thankſpiving nor of 


Humiliation ? 

V. What is the Meaning of Solemn Publick Prayer upon the account of God's 
Judgement upon the Land, without Faſting And how is Faſting conliſtent with 

2 Solemn National Thankſgiving ? 

VI. Tho, in a Paper ot Cauſes for either Thankſgiving of Humiliation, ſe- 
veral Things of difierent Natures might be mentioned ; yet were they ever be- 
fore crouded into one Proclamation, as the formal Grounds of the Solemiiity of 
one Day ? 

Vil. Since Humiliations and Thankſgivings are of the Natare of Free-will-Of- 
ſerings; is it not a too niggardly grudging of Time and Worſhip, to refuſe two 
ſeveral Days, when the Cauſes are of ſufficient Importance to require them? (and 
neither Secd-time nor Harveſt calls for ſo Parſimonious a Saving of Time) And 
when a ſeparate Day of Humiliation, was expreſly Sought,and Applied for,by the 
General-Council of the Trading Company. 
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VIII. If the Notion of a Day of Publick Prayers (that is neither Humiliation,' 


nor Thankſgiving, but a Twilight between both) came from Holand, whether 
ought this Church to be fond of Datch Cuſtoms, or did ever the Church of Zoland 
her ſelf, mingle ſuch a Day with a Solemn Thankſgiving appointing,the ſame to 
be National ? | 


IX. Who adviſed the Clerk of the Council to call that The Addreſs of the Com< 
miſſion of the General Aſſembly, which was only made by a very (mall $ub-Commit=. 


tee of that Commiſſion? And whether was that Sub-Committee inſtructed, or im- 
powered to join Faſting (under a diſguiſed Name) with a Thankſgiving for the 
Harveſt, and his Majeity's ſafe Return 2 Or to make any mention at all of Trade? 
Or was not Trade thruſt into the Addreſs, to ſhun a diſtin& Day of Humiliatiog, 
for the Miſ-carriages and Diſtreſs of the Colony of Caledonia? —_— 
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| fruſtrating the-Endeavours that have been made for advancing the Trade of this 
_ Nation, without bewailing, at the ſame time, his Majeſty's Proclamationsin the 


"T4 C33 to 
X. Whether a Solemnity compounded of fo contrary Ingredients, be not q 
Innovation, and ſo beyond the Power of the Commiſſion ; yea of the General Aſiem 
bly it ſelf, (much more of a Sub-Committee) to introduce, without Conſulting 
the ſeveral Presbyteries, by way of tranſmitted Overture > _ " 
XI. How ſhall any Miniſtet, acting with Candor and Cunſcience, bewail the 


Weſt-Jidies, as Judgements and Teſtimoriies of God's:Difpleaſure againſt us? Ang 
how ſhall he Pray that God may yet Countenance and Bleſs Endeavours for Ad 
vancing the Trade of the Nation, and graciouſly Preſerve, Protect and Dire4 
thoſe who are imployed therein, to ar happy iſſue, without Praying at the ſam 
time againſt his Majeſty's foreſaid Proclamations and the Efferts thereof? 

Xl. Whether ſuch Mixtures and Warpings (as are manifeſt in this Matter) wil 
not by ſome be Conſtricted to be an Abuſe of, and Jeſting with, Religious Exer 
ciles? And comidering the-preſent Ferment:of the Nation, will not the Conty 
vers and Majlagers bear-theCenſure and Reproach of Jugling and Time-ſerving. | 
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